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Introduction

The figures -which follow have been taken from the statistics printed
with each run of the computerized SDI (Selective Dissemination of Information)
current awareness service. This service is provided by the staff of the
Scientific Information Office, who scan all journals received by the Library
and list those items thought to be of interest to staff at Culham. Hence
'items' in the following tables refer only to articles which seem of interest,
and not to the total contents listing of a journal.

The period covered by the statistics is some 14 months from week 16, 1972
(April 22-29) to week 24, 1973 (June 16-23). No attempt has been made to
weigh journal figures either with respect to the frequency of issue or with
regard to the average number of items per issue. For example, Journal of
Plasma Pﬁysics, published every two months with an average of 10 articles,
does not appear.in the top 20 journals (by frequency) although every item is
of interest, and as such selected for inclusion in the current awareness
services. Note also that some journals, either new or discontinued, may
not be represented throughout the full period. Hence care should be taken
over interpretation of the figures. Although the& do give a meaningful
picture of the content of the cumulat;ve data base; they are not nicessarily
meaningful with respect to the relative importance of the journals.

Table I is a simple list in alphabetical order of the journals received
by the Library containing articles of interest, and thé%total number of such
articles. Table IT is the same information rearranged into numerical order

of items selected, and this information is plotted on a graph at the end.
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